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34th Meeting of the National Ethics Councils
NEC FORUM
26-27 June 2025

Challenges to human vulnerability in the rapidly changing world

Venue: Staszic Palace of the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Nowy Swiat 72, Warsaw, Poland

DAY 1: Thursday 26 June 2025

09.00 - 09.30  Registration & Morning Coffee
09.30-09.50 | Welcome & Introduction

20 min

Bartfomiej Balcerzyk, Deputy Head of Representation of the European Commission in Poland
Prof. Alojzy Z. Nowak, Rector of the University of Warsaw

Prof. Pawet tukow, Chair of the Committee for the Ethics in Science, Polish Academy of Sciences;
Dean of the Faculty pf Philosophy, University of Warsaw; the European Group on Ethics in Science
and New Technologies (EGE)

Dr Joanna Rézynska, Chair of the Bioethics Committee, Polish Academy of Sciences;
Vice chair of the UNESCO International Bioethics Committee (IBC); University of Warsaw

Session 1: New and old faces of vulnerability in scientific research

09.50-11.10 | Moderator:
80 min Vivienne Parry, Head of Engagement at Genomics England; science journalist and author

Vulnerability in research — a conceptual analysis

Prof. Pawet tukow, Chair of the Committee for the Ethics in Science, Polish Academy of Sciences;
Member of the European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (EGE);

Dean of the Faculty pf Philosophy, University of Warsaw, Poland

Vulnerable individuals and communities in data-driven research
Dr Claude Kirchner, Chair of the French National Digital Ethics Consultative Council (CCNEN)

Indigenous peoples and national minorities in research
Lene Os Johannessen, Director of the National Committee for Research Ethics on Human
Remains, the National Research Ethics Committees, Norway

Healthy volunteers: a blind spot in biomedical research ethics?

MD Francgois Bompart, Co-leader of the VolREthics initiative Member of the INSERM Ethics
Committee

Q&A

11.10-11.40 Coffee Break




DAY 1: Thursday 26 June 2025 - continued

Session 2: Challenges for democracy in the digital world

11.40-13.00 | Moderator: Dr Alexei Grinbaum, Chair of the CEA Operational Digital Ethics Committee
80 min

Pandemic, free speech, and social media: The ethics of countering online misinformation
Dr Jan Piasecki, Jagiellonian University, Cracow, Poland

From reactive interventions to preventive epistemology: identifying systemic psychological
vulnerabilities to misinformation and conspiracy theories.
Prof. Jonas Kunst, Bl Norwegian Business School

Defending democracy in the digital age (Based on the EGE Recommendation)
Prof. Barbara Prainsack, Chair of the European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies
(EGE), University of Vienna

Q&A
13.00-14.10 Lunch

Session 3: Protecting mental health of children and young people
in the digital world

14.10-16.00 | Moderator: Prof. Stefano Semplici, Italian Committee for Bioethics
110 min

Best interest of the child in the digital environment — human rights perspective [video recording]
Dr Didem Ozkul, London School of Economics and Political Science, Department of Media and
Communications

Screen addiction and mental health in children and adolescents: an emerging problem.

The situation in Spain and Portugal

Dr Isolina Riailo Galan, Vice chair of the Spanish Bioethics Committee

Prof. André Dias Pereira, Vice president of the National Council of Ethics for the Life Sciences
(CNECV), Portugal

Protecting children from the adverse impact of social media algorithms:

A Statement of the Hellenic Republic National Commission for Bioethics and Technoethics
Dr Theodoros Trokanas, scientific officer, the Hellenic National Commission for Bioethics
& Technoethics, Greece

Protecting children against violence in the digital environment
Eva Flyvholm, Member of the Data Ethics Council, Denmark

Q&A
16.00 - 16.30  Coffee Break

Session 4: WORKSHOP
NECs good practices of cooperation, organisation and challenges

16.30 - 18.00 | Introduction to the discussion and moderation
90 min Myrthe Lenselink, Coordinator of the Centre for Ethics and Health (CEG) and senior advisor to
the Council for Public Health & Society, the Netherlands

Tour de table and discussion: NEC’s best practices, challenges and barriers
Discussion, brainstorm and drafting on the NEC Forum position paper on the NEC best practices

SAEGE and SIMPLIFY: Upcoming EU Projects Shaping the Future of Research Ethics and Integrity
Dr Lisa Tambornino and Carly Seedall, Research project managers at the European Network
End of day 1 of Research Ethics Committees (EUREC) Office

19.00-21.00 Walking Dinner




DAY 2: Friday 27 June 2025

09.00 —09.30 Registration & Morning Coffee

Session 5: New and old ethical challenges in the medical context

09.30-10.50 | Moderator: Prof. Janet Mifsud, Head of Department Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics,
80 min Faculty of Medicine & Surgery, University of Malta

Medical treatment for minors with gender dysphoria
Dr Elodie Malbois, Swiss National Advisory Commission on Biomedical Ethics

The right to be forgotten for cancer survivors
Prof. Luisa Borgia, Chair of the Bioethics Committee, San Marino

Are Implanted Devices Part of the Body?
Dr Calum MacKellar, Director of Research of the Scottish Council on Human Bioethics

Call for international limits on the number of children per sperm or egg donor —

join statement of the Nordic national ethics councils (Finland, Sweden, Denmark and Norway)
MD Kati Myllymaki, Chair of Finnish National Advisory Board on Social Welfare and Health Care
Ethics (ETENE)

Q&A

10.50-11.10 Coffee Break

Session 6: Protecting human rights while protecting environment
in the context of bioeconomy and sustainable agriculture.
Ethics of climate engineering

11.10-12.30 Moderator: Prof. Piotr Skubata, The University of Silesia in Katowice
80 min

Climate justice opinion
Prof. Dr iur. Helmut Frister, Chair of the German Ethics Council

Responsible technological innovation applied to agriculture: an ethical imperative
Prof. Maria do Céu Patrdo Neves, President of the National Consultative Ethics Committee
(CCNE), Deputy Chair of the European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (EGE)

Sustainable agriculture — technologies of today and of the future
Prof. Carlo Massimo Pozzi, University of Milan, Department of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences - Production, Landscape, Agroenergy

Q&A

Closing remarks: the future of the NEC

12.30-13.00 | Announcement regarding the organisation of the 35th NEC Forum in Copenhagen, Denmark
30 min Francisca Nordfalk, Member of the National Center for Ethics, Denmark

Edyta Sikorska, the Ethics and Research Integrity Sector
of DG Research & Innovation of the European Commission

Presidency — closing and goodbye message

End of the NEC Forum

Scan me for quick and easy access to the NEC Forum portfolio,
including speaker and moderator bios and presentation abstracts!




